[Modern diagnosis and treatment of pancreatic cancer--from the viewpoint of the internist].
Despite considerable progress in the areas of epidemiology and molecular genetics, pancreatic cancer is still characterized by a dismal prognosis. Pancreatic cancer remains a major unsolved health problem, with conventional cancer treatments having little impact on disease course. The authors purpose was to offer an overview of the modern diagnosis and treatment of pancreatic cancer for internists and every doctors who are interested in this subject. The current literature has been reviewed and summarized. Resectability rates and reduction in postoperative mortality are achieved by centralisation of treatment in high-volume speciality centres. For locally advanced, unresectable, and metastatic disease treatment is palliative, however, new methods are being investigated. The current overview provide recommendations for diagnostic and therapeutic algorithms.